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W HEN A WEARY stranger 
arrives one day with only 

a suitcase, everyone is full  
of questions.

Why is he here? ••  Where has he come from? ••  And just what is in the suitcase?

To learn the answers, they can either trust the newcomer or discover what they risk by 
not believing him.

This powerful story about hope and kindness, truth and perception, and how we treat 
those in need is filled with heart and humanity.

hmhbooks.com
chrisnaylorballesteros.com

“At a time when over 65 million people are forcibly displaced around the world, 
this beautifully illustrated and wise, gentle tale of tolerance and kindness for fellow 
humans resonates deeply. I hope all parents share The Suitcase with their children.” 

 —Khaled Hosseini, author of  —Khaled Hosseini, author of The Kite RunnerThe Kite Runner
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Questions to Encourage  
Thought  

and Discussion
✿ How does the animal with the suitcase feel upon arriving in a new town?

✿ How do the other animals behave toward the newcomer?

✿ What does the newcomer say is in his suitcase? Do the other animals believe him?

✿ Why is the newcomer so tired?

✿ How do you feel when you’re the new person in an unfamiliar situation, like on the 
first day of school? 

✿ What does the fox do while the newcomer is asleep? Do the other animals help the 
fox? Do they stop him?

✿ What happens when they open the suitcase? How do you think the animals feel once 
they break it open? How do you think the newcomer will feel when he wakes up? 

✿ What have the animals done for the newcomer when he wakes up? What  
motivated their actions? Does the newcomer’s reaction surprise you? 

✿ How would you have felt in this situation if you were the other  
animals? If you were the newcomer? 

✿ If someone is new to your school or town, how might you make them  
feel welcome and less afraid?
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Tea Time
The newcomer carries a teacup in his suitcase as a 

reminder of home and to share time with new friends. 
How will you decorate the teacup?



Banner
It’s always important to be kind. Cut out the triangles and tape them  

(points facing down) along a ribbon or string to spell  
B-E  

K-I-N-D.  
Hang your banner in your room  

as a gentle reminder.
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Puppet Show
Cut out the images below on the dotted lines. Attach a craft stick to the back of each to 
create six puppets. Retell the story using your puppets.


